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“I strive to inspire and challenge our team, both 
creatively and technically, which fosters individual
and professional growth. Education has always been
the driving force at genacelli salon.”
                                Joseph Cartagena, Salon Today’s
                                         Power Player article, May ’08

Joseph Cartagena

Joseph Cartagena has been labeled a ‘Power Player’ gracing Salon Today’s 
(www.salontoday.com) cover, May 2008. In the competitive and ever-changing beauty 
industry it’s a handful of Power Players like Joseph, who set the standards for fashion-forward 
styles that are then re-created by thousands of hair-stylists. 

Celebrating 21-years as co-owner of Genacelli Salon, Joseph has successfully taken the 
upscale Lincoln Park/Lake View hair and skin care salon to creative heights. Known for his 
mentoring of young stylists and hands-on educational training, the Genacelli Salon team 
under Joseph’s positive leadership is a creative force sought after as partners for fashion 
shows and special events including the Apparel Board of Chicago’s Red Hot Chicago and 
most recently Lakeview’s Next Top Makeover (www.weismanmakeover.org). Joseph is the 
2009 Honored Headliner of Chicago’s Latino Fashion Week (www.latinofashionwk.com)

Passion and simplicity define Joseph’s motivators. Combining his advanced technical and 
creative skills with his personal philosophy for simplicity always –Joseph takes what clients 
have and makes it better. His strength is his ability to connect with his professional clientele, 
developing a trust that enables him to amplify their best features. This philosophy is a corner-
stone of his training method which he has taught in the United States and China.

Winning the prestigious L.E.O. Award (www.leoawards.com) in 2008, Joseph’s contribution to 
his industry is recognized in Leadership in the salon industry, Excellence in designer education 
and Outstanding Pivot Point Alumnus. Joseph is the current 1st Vice President and on the 
Board of Directors for Cosmetologists Chicago. In this position, he Chairs the Artistic team 
and sits on both the Education and Scholarship committees while lending his expertise to 
their long-term sustainability planning. As a member of the Board of Directors, Joseph takes a 
hands-on role in Cosmetologists Chicago’s annual showcase America’s Beauty Show 
(www.americasbeautyshow.com), the only show owned and operated by hairstylists and 
beauty professionals.

Joseph’s acute creativity is also found in his personal life –through his love of music and 
playing in a band best known for headlining at the Viper Room in 2005.  He is active in the 
community supporting education and the success of small-business.
 
Joseph lives in Chicago’s Lake View neighborhood with his wife and two daughters. Contact 
Joseph directly at 773.248.8822, genacelli@gmail.com or become a fan on the Genacelli 
Salon Facebook page.


